BEFORE   THE   YEAR   ENDS
willing to make an immediate free gift of full self-government, he
doubted whether the boon would be worth having as such. He des-
cribed India as a patient whose fractured limbs were in splints.
On the initiative of Surendranath Banerjea, the Congress adopted
a resolution affirming that the time had arrived to introduce full
measures of reform towards the attainment of self-government,
by liberalizing the system of government, so as to secure to the
people an effective control over it, by the introduction of provincial
autonomy, including financial independence; the expansion of the
legislative councils, so as to make them truly and adequately repre-
sentative of all sections of the people, and to give them effective con-
trol over the acts of the executive government; the reconstruction of
the various executive councils and establishment of similar councils
in provinces where they did not exist; the reform or abolition of the
council of Secretary of State for India; and a liberal measure of local
self-government. The resolution authorized the Congress to frame a
scheme of reform. Mrs. Besant, who seconded the resolution, described
it "as perhaps the most momentous that had ever been laid before
the National Congress during thirty years of its splendid existence."
Tilak and Gandhi were in the background. Lokamanya, who
should have been the president of the Congress, was kept out by an
unfortunate combination of forces. Gandhi could not be elected to
the Subjects Committee and, therefore, he was nominated to the
committee by the Congress President.
One achievement of the Bombay session was that the constitution
of the Congress was suitably altered so as to throw the doors of entry
practically open to the Extremists. The delegates were allowed to be
elected by "a meeting convened under the auspices of any associa-
tion which is of not less than two years* standing on December 31,
1915 and which has for one of its objects the attainment of self-
government within the British Empire by constitutional means." Tilak
forthwith publicly announced the willingness of his party to re-enter
the Congress through the partially opened door. There was now a
prospect of a united Congress.
For the last three years there was awakening in the Muslims of
India. Maulana Shibli, a scholar and patriot, and a friend and col-
league of Sir Syed Ahmed Khan, had begun to wield a decisive influ-
ence over Muslim thought. The Young Turk Movement led by Envar
Pasha had its influence in India. New stars were rising in the